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Preface 
This volume includes a typological introductio n, plus revised versions o f ten 
of the sixteen presentations at the International Workshop on 'Complement 
clauses and complementation strategies', held at the Research Centre for 
Linguistic Typology, La Trobe University, 16 - 21 August 2004. Chapter 12, on 
Dyirbal, has been added in order to include an account of a language which 
lacks complement clauses and rel ies entirely on complementation strategies. 
An earlier version of Chapter 1 had been circula ted to contributors, to ensure 
that the detailed studies of complementation clauses and complementation 
stra tegies in individual languages were cast in terms o f th e same typo logical 
parameters. This is the third monograph in the series Explorations iniinguis{'ic 
typology, which is devoted to volumes from workshops spo nsored by RCLT. 
The week of the workshop was an exhilarating experience, with the parti -
cipants assisting each other in understanding and explaining how individual 
languages work, and with the group as a whole coming to grips with the 
general nature of and mechanisms for complementation. All of the authors 
have pursued intensive investigations oflanguages, some of them little known 
in the literature. They were asked to write in terms of basic linguistic theory-
the cumulative framework in which most descriptive grammars are cast- and 
to avoid fo rmalisms (which come and go with such frequency that any 
statement made in terms of them will soon become dated and inaccess ible) . 
We owe a special debt of gratitude to Siew Peng Condon, Executive Officer 
of RC LT, for organizing the workshop in a most effici ent and caring manner. 
This volume owes its existence to the vision and care o f Professor 
Michael Osborne, Vice-Chancellor and President of La Trobe University. 
He sponsored the establishment o f RC LT within La Trobe's Institute for 
Ad vanced Study, and specified that its activities should include International 
Workshops with stringent quality control. Professor Osborne opens each 
workshop, launches ou r volumes, and every year hosts a convivial dinner 
fo r the participants. 
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/ 
< ... > 
> 
2 
3 
A 
ABS 
Ac 
ACC 
ACT 
ACTN 
AGT 
ANAPH 
ANIM 
APASS 
APPLIC 
ART 
ASSUM 
AUG 
AUX 
BEN 
BV 
CAUS 
CC 
CERT 
CL 
COLLCL 
COMIT 
COMP 
COMPL.STRAT 
COMPZR 
CON) 
CONSTR 
COP 
COUNTER 
CS 
CTR 
intonation break 
encloses complement clause 
argument tracking (subordinatc> matrix), in Chapter 10 
1St person 
2nd person 
3rd person 
transitive subject 
absolutive 
A-construction 
accusative 
active 
action 
agent 
anaphora 
animate 
antipassive 
appiicative 
article 
assumed 
augmentative 
auxiliary 
benefactive 
borrowed verb 
causative 
copula complement 
certain 
classifier 
collective classifier 
comitativc 
complement clause, complementizer 
complementation strategy 
complementizer 
conjunction 
construct state 
copula 
counter-expectation 
copula subject 
controlled clause 
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XIV Abbreviations 
DAT dative 
DEC declarative 
DEF definite 
DEM demonstrative 
DEP dependent 
DESID desiderative 
DIM diminutive 
DIR directional 
DIST distal 
DlSTNT distant 
DISTR distributive 
DS di fferent subject 
du dual 
E extension to core 
e eyewitness 
EMPH emphasis 
ERG ergative 
EVID evidential 
exc exclusive 
EXCES excessive 
EXIST existential 
FEM, F, f feminine 
FOC focus 
FP far past tense 
FRUST frust rative 
FUT future 
GEN genitive 
HAB habitual 
HON honorific 
IMP imperat ive 
IMPERS impersonal 
INCEP inceptive 
INCH inchoative 
INDEF indefinite 
INDEP independent 
INDIC indicative 
INFER inferred 
INFIN infinitive 
INST instru mental 
INTENS intensifier 
INTER interrogative 
INTR intrans iti ve 
IP immed iate past tense 
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IPART 
IRR 
ITER 
LOC 
log. ad 
log.sp 
MANR 
MASC, M, m 
MOD 
n 
NARR 
NCL 
NEG 
nf 
NOM 
NOM .ACT 
NOMN 
NOM.RES 
NOM.SVC 
NOMZ 
NP 
NPAST 
NR 
nsg 
NVIS 
o 
OBLIG 
Oc 
p 
PART 
PARTIC 
PASS 
PAST 
PAST.CLOSE 
PAST.YEST 
PAT 
PER 
PERV 
PG 
pi, PL 
PNAME 
PO 
POSS 
illocutionary particle 
irrealis 
iterative 
locative 
Abbreviations xv 
logophoricity (coreference with addressee) 
logophoricity (core ference with speaker) 
manner 
masculine 
modal 
non-eyewitness 
narrative 
noun class 
negation 
non-feminine 
nominative 
action nominali zation 
nominalization 
result nominalization 
nominalized seria l verb construction 
nominalizer 
noun phrase 
non-past 
nominalizer/relativizer 
non-singular 
non-visual 
transitive object 
obligative 
O-construction 
person 
particle 
participle 
passive 
past (no abbrev) 
past (earlier today) 
past (yesterday) 
patient 
perfect 
perfective 
Pennsylvania Gennan 
plural 
personal name 
prepositional object 
possessive, possessor 
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XVI Abbreviations 
paTEN 
PP 
PREP 
PRES 
PROG 
PROX 
PURP 
PURP.CL 
R 
RECIP 
REDUP 
REFL 
REL 
REM 
REP 
RES 
RP 
S 
s" 
SEQ 
SEQ.CL 
sg 
So 
SS 
SUB 
SUB.CL 
SUB) 
SUBORD 
SVC 
TAM 
TOP 
TR 
U 
V 
VCC 
VCS 
VIS 
VZR 
WCPG 
potential 
prepositional phrase 
preposition 
present 
progressive 
proximal demonstrati ve 
purposive 
purposive clause 
restricted set of verbs which take complements 
reciprocal 
reduplicated 
reflexive 
relative 
remote 
reported 
resultative 
recent past tense 
intransitive subject 
'active' S, marked like A 
sequential 
sequential clause 
singular 
'stative' S, marked like 0 
same subject 
subordinator 
subordinate clause 
subjunctive 
subordinate 
seria l verb construction 
tense-aspect -mood 
topic 
transitive 
unrestricted set of verbs which can occur in complement clauses 
verb 
verbless clause complement 
verbless clause subject 
visual 
verbalizer 
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